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FROM THE PRINCIPAL 
An Important Process That Requires Your Careful Thought and Consideration 
Staffing decisions are made based upon information collected during the course selection process, and the 

2021-2022 course schedule will be built to accommodate the tally of student requests.  Some students 

believe their schedules can be easily changed in August right before school begins.  Changes in August 

cause students and the entire school significant problems.  Class enrollments often max out or drop 

significantly due to these changes, limiting student access.  Additionally, the amount of instructional time 

lost and/or disruption to the class affects the student and the entire class adversely.  Hopefully, we can avoid 

disruptions of this type.  Truly, February is the time to be concerned about course selections!   Although we 

recognize that there will always be some valid reasons for schedule changes in the fall, this should be the 

exception not the rule.   Our process will look very different this year from year’s past but it doesn’t change 

the fact that the course selection process is extremely important to the success of all students at our school.  

Please take time to be informed of the new process and the information provided to offer your son or 

daughter your thoughtful guidance and support.  Thank you in advance for your assistance with making 

your student’s next year as successful as possible. 

 

                                                                                                                            

COURSE SELECTION 2021-2022  
This year’s Course Selection for the 2021-2022 school year will be 

completed online 
You should have received mailed materials regarding the course selection process.  If you have not, please 

call 920-563-7811 Ext. 1143.  All materials needed to complete planning of courses can be found under the 

“Course Selection” tab on the High School’s main webpage.  Eighth grade students at the Middle School 

will enter courses into PowerSchool in either their Careers or Business classes the week of February 8th.  

High School students will enter their classes into PowerSchool via Homerooms the week of February 8th.  

Cohort 1 students will enter classes on Wednesday, February 10 and Cohort 2 students will enter classes on 

Thursday, February 11.  If you have any questions about this year’s Course Selection Process, please contact 

your counselor at Fort Atkinson High School: 

 Mrs. Utphall  (A-G)  563-7811  ext.1145 

 Mr. Brokmeier  (H-O)  563-7811  ext.1140 

 Mrs. Strom  (P-Z)  563-7811  ext.1146  
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ACADEMIC LETTER AWARDS 
Fort Atkinson High School is proud to join with the Fort Atkinson Rotary Club to recognize the 32nd annual 

outstanding academic achievements of our student body.  This year’s program will be held on Sunday, 

March 14th, at 4:00 p.m. in a virtual setting.  Based on last year’s 2nd semester and this year’s 1st semester 

grading periods, students will be eligible to earn an academic letter.  All full-time students earning a semester 

Grade Point Average (GPA) of 3.0 to 3.49 while carrying at least 2 ½ credits in that semester will earn an 

academic letter and certificate.  Those students earning a semester GPA of 3.5 to 3.84 will earn the letter 

with gold bar.  Students earning a semester GPA of 3.85 to 4.0 will earn a letter and gold star.  A letter may 

be earned only once in a student’s high school career, but the gold star and gold bar can be earned repeatedly.  

In addition, all academic award winners will receive a certificate noting their achievement. 

 

 

START COLLEGE NOW & EARLY COLLEGE CREDIT 

PROGRAMS 
Applications for the 2021-22 fall semester are now available for students interested in applying for classes 

through the Start College Now/ECCP Programs.  These programs allow all public high school juniors and 

seniors, who meet certain requirements, to take post-secondary courses at Wisconsin technical colleges or 

institutions of higher education including UW System institutions, tribally controlled colleges, and private, 

nonprofit institutions.  To qualify for the program, Pupil Services must notify the school board of the 

student’s intention of enrolling in a post-secondary institution no later than March 1, 2021, for courses taken 

in the fall semester of 2021-22.  Students must have required paperwork in the week prior to the March 

1st deadline to allow counselors to process them.  Please submit applications by Wednesday, February 

24th. 
 

ONLINE/COMBINED SCHOLARSHIP APPLICATION 

DEADLINE-FEBRUARY 1st 
A reminder to seniors that the Local Online Combined Scholarship Application is due by 10:00 

p.m. on Monday, February 1st.  Late applications will not be accepted.  Last year, $360,000 was awarded 

to seniors through the local scholarship program.  Make sure you don’t miss out on this opportunity to help 

fund your post-high school education! For more information please contact  Katie Utphall at   920-563-7811 

x1145. 

 

 

JUNIOR CONFERENCES 
The counselors will be conducting individual appointments with all juniors beginning in late February 

through the month of May to talk about each student’s plans for after high school.  It is our hope that students 

will take this opportunity to bring up questions or topics that will assist them in formulating post-high school 

plans.  We want to stress that this conference is not just for those going on to “college”.  Today, there are 

many opportunities other than formal post-secondary education to consider.  Each student will be mailed an 

appointment sheet which will include an array of topics that they might consider prior to the conference. 

Parents are asked to attend these conferences.  If the appointment time offered is not suitable, please feel 

free to contact the Pupil Services Office at (920) 563-7811, ext. 1143 to reschedule.   

 

 

tel:(920)%20563-7811
tel:(920)%20563-7811
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OPEN ENROLLMENT APPLICATION WINDOW 
The Open Enrollment Program is for families wishing to have their children attend a different school district 

than the one they reside in.  This year, the application window is from February 1st through April 

30th.  Parents can find information and the online application at dpi.wi.gov/open-enrollment or on the 

District website at www.fortschools.org.  Parents are encouraged to contact the Superintendent’s Office at 

920-563-7807 or email Lisa Haas at haasl@fortschools.org with any questions. 

 

 

ATTENTION JUNIORS 
All Juniors will take the ACT on Tuesday, March 9th.  Reminder that FREE ACT test prep is available on 

various students’ accounts. If parents would like more information please contact Adam Rousseau at (920) 

563-7811 ext. 1107. 

 

 

ACT TESTING-MARCH 9TH 

As one of the most influential people in your child’s life, you have the opportunity to help him or her 

understand the importance of preparing for life after high school. Assessing students’ academic strengths 

and areas of need at this time allows them to make timely coursework adjustments to get, or stay, on target 

for their educational and career goals. While graduation day may seem to be far in the future, now is a 

critical time to make sure your child is prepared to take that next step after graduation, whether that means 

starting college, joining the military or starting a career.  

 

We are committed to college and career readiness for all students and are using the ACT assessment to help 

us. The ACT program helps 11th graders build a solid foundation for future academic and career success 

and provides information needed to address school districts' high-priority issues. It is a comprehensive 

guidance resource that helps students measure their current academic development, explore career/training 

options, and make plans for their remaining time in high school and beyond.  

 

Fort Atkinson High School will be administering the battery of ACT tests to all Juniors free of charge on 

Tuesday, March 9th,  2021 as required by state mandate.  The schedule and more specifics the test day will 

be provided to your student in an Enrichment Time for what to expect during the day of testing.  Students 

in need of accommodations for testing via special education or 504 plan services, will be contacted about 

their individual student needs and testing window. 

 

The ACT is one of the best indicators of readiness for life beyond high school. Visit www.act.org for more 

information. Together we will prepare your student to be ready for their futures.  

 

 

ZAPS ACT TEST PREP 
All FAHS Juniors will be taking the ACT test on March 9.  Zaps offers a test preparation course to help 

students prepare to take the ACT.  The Zaps test-prep seminar costs $95 and has multiple live online 

webinars on a weekly basis.  Statistics show that 84% of students improve their score and 46% of students 

improve their score by three points or more after taking the course.  This beneficial service is optional.  IF 

your student is interested in preparing for the ACT test they get more information or sign up 

at www.doorwaytocollege.org or call 877-927-8378. 

 
 

http://www.fortschools.org/
tel:920-563-7807
mailto:haasl@fortschools.org
http://www.doorwaytocollege.org/
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Tips for Taking the ACT 
 Carefully read the instructions on the cover of the test booklet 
 Read the directions for each test carefully 
 Read each question carefully 

 Pace yourself—don't spend too much time on a single passage or question 

 Pay attention to the announcement of five minutes remaining on each test 

 Use a soft lead No. 2 pencil with a good eraser; do not use a mechanical pencil or ink pen 

 Answer the easy questions first, then go back and answer the more difficult ones if you have time 
remaining on that test 

 On difficult questions, eliminate as many incorrect answers as you can, then make an educated 
guess among those remaining. 

 Answer every question. Your scores on the multiple-choice tests are based on the number of 
questions you answer correctly. There is no penalty for guessing.  

 If you complete a test before time is called, recheck your work on that test.  

 Mark your answers properly. Erase any mark completely and cleanly without smudging.  

Do not mark or alter any ovals on a test or continue writing the essay after time has been called. If you do, 

you will be dismissed and your answer document will not be scored. 

 

 

IMPORTANT AP INFORMATION 
If your student is in an AP class, please plan ahead for AP testing.  AP exams are given during school hours 

at various locations (TBD) in Fort Atkinson.  The schedule is as follows: 

Week 1 

● 5/4/21—8am: Calculus AB / BC 

● 5/5/21—8am: English Literature and Composition 

● 5/6/21—8am: United States History 

● 5/6/21—12pm: Art History 

● 5/6/21—12pm: Computer Science A 

● 5/7/21—8am: Chemistry 

 

Week 2 

● 5/11/21—8am: Spanish Language and Culture 

● 5/11/21—12pm: Psychology 

● 5/12/21—12pm: Microeconomics 

● 5/13/21—12pm: Statistics 

● 5/14/21—8am: Biology 

 

Additional Information 

● Please do not plan family vacations, college visits, etc. during this time. AP charges an 

additional fee of $40 for an alternative exam date. (If your child is ill on the exam date, please 

provide documentation from your physician so that you do not get charged the additional fee by 

AP.) 

 

The cost of AP exams may seem high.  However, if a student passes the AP exam, his or her college or 

university may grant college credit for that subject. This could result in a savings of hundreds or even 

thousands of dollars.  

 

 

http://www.actstudent.org/testprep/tips/instruct.html
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Fort Atkinson FFA Pancake Breakfast- February 13, 2021 
The Fort Atkinson FFA will be holding their 32nd annual Pancake Breakfast on Saturday, February 13, 2021, 

at the Fort Atkinson High School – Green Parking Lot (Door 26).  The breakfast will consist of pancakes, 

sausage, scrambled eggs, coffee, juice, and milk.  The breakfast will be served from 7am-12pm as a 

CARRYOUT ONLY this year.  Donations will be accepted at the event, with all proceeds going towards 

senior scholarships.  When you arrive at the high school, follow the signs to the green parking lot and then 

watch for signs to direct you.  Come enjoy a great breakfast and help us kick off National FFA Week, which 

runs from February 20-27. 

 

 

VIP SCHOOL PORTRAITS 

Your school pictures are ready to view and order!  Just follow these easy steps to look up your photos:  1. 

Go to vipis.com, 2. Type in your school, 3. Click on “School Portraits,” and 4. Enter your student’s 

information.  Please feel free to contact VIP with any questions at support@vipis.com 

 

 

PARENTS PICKING UP STUDENTS AFTER SCHOOL 
For student pick up during after school hours, please do not park along the main driveway entrance into the 

campus on either side..  This creates a congested area and limits the amount of traffic flow thereby creating 

a possible unsafe condition.  If you find it to be necessary to pick up your student after school, please know 

that any of the 4 main entrances are available to do so.  If you have any questions feel free to contact the 

high school main office. 

 

 

LOOKING FOR WORK, ARE YOU INTERESTED 
The School District of Fort Atkinson has an opening for a Full-Time Custodian at the Fort Atkinson 

High School: 

 

FT High School Evening Custodian 3:30pm-Midnight / Monday-Friday (30 minute unpaid lunch) 
 

$17.36/Hour / Employee Benefits, Health Insurance, Time Off, Holidays, WRS Pension 
 

The desired employee must have the ability to work in a fast-paced environment, lift up to 50 pounds, and 

work well independently and with others, and the willingness to assume multiple duties and tasks.   

 

Qualifications: 

High School Diploma or Equivalency 

One year of relevant work experience 

Ability to lift up to 50 pounds 

 

Duties: 

The following duties are normal for this position. These are not to be construed as exclusive or all-

inclusive. Other duties may be required and assigned. 

Cleans all classrooms, restrooms and public areas. 

Maintains a high standard of cleanliness through the building. 

Secures building or area on a daily basis or as directed. 

Moves equipment and furniture as needed. 

Plows and salts sidewalks and other paving areas as required. 

Clears sidewalks, parking lots and driveways of debris and snow. 

mailto:support@vipis.com
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Skills: 

Ability to operate equipment including vacuums, auto scrubbers, carpet extractors, swing scrubbers, and 

other minor maintenance equipment. 

Ability to operate snow and grounds equipment. 

Ability to communicate and cooperate with colleagues, students, administrators, parents and members of 

the community to maintain a positive working relationship. 

Ability to effectively use a variety of technologies, including but not limited to: email systems, word-

processing software, internet, and ability to adapt to changes in technology. 

Ability to lift 50 pounds. 

Ability to work on feet for the majority of shift. 

Ability to work outside, in all weather conditions as needed. 

 

All interested applicants must apply via WECAN (Wisconsin Education Career Access Network) 

at: https://wecan.education.wisc.edu/#/.  Please include a cover letter, resume and two letters of 

recommendation.  The School District of Fort Atkinson will only accept applications for vacant 

positions via WECAN.  Vacancy#  95434 

  

  

IMPORTANT FEBRUARY DATES 
2/1 Early Release 1:30pm Students/Teacher Professional Development  

2/1 Local Combined Online Scholarship Applications Deadline @ 10:00pm 

2/6 ACT National Test Date 

2/8 Early Release 1:30pm Students/Teacher Professional Development  

2/8-2/12 HS Course Selection Week for 2021-22 School Year 

2/13 FFA Pancake Breakfast-FAHS @ 7am-12pm Carryout Only 

2/15 Early Release 1:30pm Students/Teacher Professional Development  

2/18 Board of Education Meeting Luther 6:30pm 

2/20-2/27 National FFA Week Begins 

2/22 Early Release 1:30pm Students/Teacher Professional Development  

2/23 FANS Meeting 6:30pm Virtual 

2/24 Start College Now & Early College Credit Programs Application Deadline 

  

  

LOOKING AHEAD 

3/1 Early Release 1:30pm Students/Teacher Professional Development  

3/8 Early Release 1:30pm Students/Teacher Professional Development  

3/9 11th Grade ACT Test @ HS, Only 11th Grade Attends School This Day 7:50am 

3/9 No School for the Grades 9th, 10th, and 12th Due to ACT Testing 

3/10 Band Booster Meeting, 5:30pm 

3/13 SAT National Test Day 

3/14 Academic Awards Banquet, Details Coming Soon 

3/15 Early Release 1:30pm Students/Teacher Professional Development 

3/22 Early Release 1:30pm Students/Teacher Professional Development  

  

  

  

  

  

https://wecan.education.wisc.edu/#/
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